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Note from the State Executive Director 

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue made a surprise visit to the Lenawee 
County Service Center on his Back to Our Roots Tour on April 3.  Secretary 
Perdue met with the USDA staff there, and the conversation focused on 
what we can do on the national, state and local levels of USDA to improve 
the customer service experience for our agricultural producers. 

If you have ideas about how USDA can improve customer service, 
visit www.usda.gov/TellSonny or call 1-877-508-8364. 

In the spirit of providing the best customer service possible, our staff is 
diligently preparing for the upcoming enrollment period, April 9 through June 
1, for the revised Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy).  MPP-
Dairy enrollment has been reopened by the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018. 

All producers interested in MPP Dairy must sign up during the re-enrollment 
period, since the program has changed substantially.  Our goal is to make 
that process as efficient as possible for our producers.  

Please see “USDA Reopens Enrollment for Improved Dairy Safety Net Tool” 
below or visit your local service center for more information about changes 
to MPP-Dairy. 

 

 

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522932236591
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522929761610
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522929228786
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522930630015
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522930076278
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522930237952
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522932044379
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1522928593632
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/accounts/USFSA/accounts/USFSA/accounts/USFSA/accounts/USFSA/accounts/USFSA/accounts/USFSA/abe/bulletins/854755/www.fsa.usda.gov/mi
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.usda.gov/TellSonny


 

Just Around the Corner 

April 9: MPP-Dairy enrollment period open 

May 1: NAP application closing date for nursery crops 

May 28: Offices closed for Memorial Day 

May 31: Acreage reporting deadline for crop year 2019 nursery crops 

May 31: MAL and LDP deadline for prior year harvested corn, soybeans and other oilseeds, rice, grain sorghum and 
pulse crops 

June 1: MPP-Dairy enrollment period closes 

The dates here are provided for general reference.  Some areas and crops may have dates that differ from the 
general guidelines above.  It is the producer’s responsibility to personally verify deadlines applicable to each farm’s 
crops with their local Farm Service Agency county office. 

 

USDA Reopens Enrollment for Improved Dairy Safety Net Tool 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency encourages dairy producers to consider enrolling in the new and improved Margin 
Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy), which will provide better protections for dairy producers from shifting milk 
and feed prices. With changes authorized under the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has set the enrollment period to run from April 9, 2018 to June 1, 
2018. 

About the Program: 

The program protects dairy producers by paying them when the difference between the national all-milk price and 
the national average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount elected by the producer. 

Changes include: 

• Calculations of the margin period is monthly rather than bi-monthly. 

• Covered production is increased to 5 million pounds on the Tier 1 premium schedule, and premium rates for 
Tier 1 are substantially lowered.  

• An exemption from paying an administrative fee for limited resource, beginning, veteran, and disadvantaged 
producers. Dairy operators enrolled in the previous 2018 enrollment period that qualify for this exemption 
under the new provisions may request a refund. 

Dairy operations must make a new coverage election for 2018, even if you enrolled during the previous 2018 signup 
period. Coverage elections made for 2018 will be retroactive to January 1, 2018. All dairy operations desiring 
coverage must sign up during the enrollment period and submit an appropriate form (CCC-782) and dairy operations 
may still “opt out” by not submitting a form. All outstanding balances for 2017 and prior years must be paid in full 
before 2018 coverage is approved.  

Dairy producers can participate in FSA’s MPP-Dairy or the Risk Management Agency’s Livestock Gross Margin 
Insurance Plan for Dairy Cattle (LGM-Dairy), but not both. During the 2018 enrollment period, only producers with 
an active LGM-Dairy policy who have targeted marketings insured in 2018 months will be allowed to enroll in MPP-
Dairy by June 1, 2018; however, their coverage will start only after active target marketings conclude under LGM-
Dairy. 

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of coverage under the MPP-Dairy that will provide them 
with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online resource, which will be updated and available 
by April 9 at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and easily combine unique operation data 
and other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on price projections. Producers can also review 
historical data or estimate future coverage based on data projections. The secure site can be accessed via 
computer, smartphone, tablet or any other platform. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool


USDA is mailing postcards advising dairy producers of the changes. For more information, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Still Time to be Counted in the 2017 Census of Agriculture 
NASS to follow-up with producers who have not yet responded 

Farmers and ranchers still have time to be counted in the 2017 Census of Agriculture, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). Although the first deadline has 
just passed, NASS will continue to accept Census information through the spring to get a complete and accurate 
picture of American agriculture that represents all farmers and ranchers. 

Federal law mandates that everyone who received the 2017 Census of Agriculture questionnaire complete it and 
return it even if not currently farming. NASS will continue to follow-up with producers through the spring with 
mailings, phone calls, and personal visits. To avoid these additional contacts, farmers and ranchers are encouraged 
to complete their Census either online at www.agcounts.usda.gov or by mail as soon as possible. Responding 
online saves time by skipping sections that do not apply and automatically calculating totals. The online 
questionnaire is accessible on desktops, laptops, and mobile devices. 

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. For questions or 
assistance filling out the Census, call toll-free (888) 424-7828. 

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, zip code, phone 
number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. 
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as 
well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records. 

 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for cover crops, 
revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the definitions of “idle” and 
“fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal grain, and would 
include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat, barley, oats, black oats, triticale, 
annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called German, Italian or Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan 
grass, sorghum and other millets and grasses. 

• Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to, clovers, vetches, 
peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes. 

• Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume broadleaf, including, 
but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola, rapeseed, oilseed rape, and mustards, as 
well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia, flax, sunflower, buckwheat, and safflower. 

• Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example, oats and 
radishes. 

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated according to policy 
guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the acreage report must be revised to 
reflect the actual crop. 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy
http://offices.usda.gov/


Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop has 
already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. Producer share interest changes 
alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage reporting date. The revision must be performed by 
either the acreage reporting date or within 30 calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner acquired 
the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported 
crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s 
satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change occurred 
to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an 
acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will 
not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline. 

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. Producers will use form “FSA-578” to report 
grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The local FSA office will need the 
grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms: 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) which is 
not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. For example, the 
balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a turn area that is not planted would be reported as 
idle. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land that is 
normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. Resting the ground in this 
manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for crop production in the next growing season. 

 

Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's normal 
underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the lender arranges 
for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed 
loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes. 

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop 
farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary depending on the 
type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven 
years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April 2018 Interest Rates 

Farm Ownership and Farm Operating Loans: 

• Farm Operating - Direct: 3.500% 

• Farm Ownership - Direct: 4.000% 

• Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing: 2.500% 

• Farm Ownership - Down Payment: 1.500% 

• Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss: 3.750% 

Crop Year 2017 Commodity Loans: 

• CCC borrowing rate-base interest charges: 2.000% per annum 

• Crop year commodity loans less than 1 year: 3.000% per annum 

Farm Storage Facility Loans: 

• 3 year loan terms: 2.375% per annum 

• 5 year loan terms: 2.625% per annum 

• 7 year loan terms: 2.750% per annum 

• 10 year loan terms: 2.875% per annum 

• 12 year loan terms: 2.875% per annum 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


